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First Presbyterian Church 
at 12th Street and East Third 
Avenue went “off  the grid” Fri-
day when it flipped the switch 
on its new assortment of  solar 
panels.

Saturday marked the first 
full day the church relied sole-
ly on solar power energy to fuel 
its electrical infrastructure, 
which includes all interior and 
exterior lighting, sprinkler 
systems, the facility’s hand-
icap-compliant elevator and 
“everything” else, said church 
Administrator Dave Shew.

“It was a little more expen-
sive of  a project than one you 
would look for in the yellow 
pages, but we really like the 
concept of  communities help-
ing communities,” Shew said.

The project cost for mate-
rials and labor totaled about 
$50,000.

It had been Pastor Beau 
Smith’s dream to convert to 
the renewable energy provid-
ed by solar panels, Shew said. 
Two years ago, a New Mexico 
couple donated a piece of  prop-
erty to the church. The church 
sold the property and put the 
money toward the solar panels.

The board approved the 
proposal, and the church got 
to work researching compa-
nies to lend assistance in the 
solar panel installation, which 
began in mid-June. The church 
contacted Solar Barn Raising, a 
Durango-based solar panel in-
stallation nonprofit group that 
serves the Four Corners.

Solar Barn Raising used the 
help of  engineering students 
from Fort Lewis College. Shew 
said the nonprofit group is the 
brainchild of  John Lyle, who 
was on-site to lead the installa-
tion process.

The church also enlisted 
the help of  eight AmeriCorps 
volunteers, parishioners and 
church staff  members, and 
other community volunteers. 
Participants worked with Solar 

Barn Raising on the roof  and 
learned the process of  solar 
panel installation.

Shew said including the 
community and the learning 
process was loads of  fun.

By late July, wiring and elec-
trical hookups were complet-
ed. Licensing and government 
approvals were carried out 
through August and September.

There were some delays in 
acquiring materials and get-
ting the right approvals, which 
pushed the projected end date 
from late August to late Sep-
tember, but eventually every-
thing fell into place.

“It was turned on Friday,” 
Shew said. “We finally got the 
state inspection and the LPEA 
inspection, the fire department 
inspection.”

Shew said the solar panels 
produced about 246 kilowatts 

Saturday, which is much more 
power than the facility relies 
on on a daily basis.

“We run by a lot less than 246 
in a day,” Shew said. “So we’ll 
be storing it up for a rainy day, 
as they say. We have batteries 
in place.”

Shew said that as he under-
stands the technical process, 
the batteries can store excess 
energy that the church could 
potentially also sell back to 
La Plata Electric Association 
should it choose to.

“We use quite a bit of  elec-
tricity when we’re up and run-
ning,” Shew said. “We’re kind 
of  slow in returning to full 
usage, but outside users are 
pretty plentiful.”

The Presbyterian Church 
hosts four Al-Anon groups and 
two Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups, Shew said, in addition 
to ballroom dancing and cooks.

“The 9-R school system uses 
our kitchen a lot,” he said. 
“Adaptive Sports uses our 
space because we are elevator 
handicap compliant.”

The Durango First Pres-
byterian Church building is 
one of  the longest standing 
buildings in town, Shew said. 
The early Protestant church 
was organized in May 1882. Its 
cornerstone was laid June 13, 
1889.

cburney@durangoherald.com

Durango church sees the 
(sun)light, goes full solar
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A check for $38,250 was pre-
sented Monday to the Cancer 
Support Community South-
west Colorado Blueprints of  
Hope.

The money was raised by 
the Dalton Ranch Women’s 
Golf  Association of  the Dal-
ton Ranch Golf  Club and the 
women of  the Glacier Club, 
who collected more than 
$54,000 through their annu-
al fundraiser, the Columbine 
Classic Duet Golf  Tournament. 
The tournament generally 
raises $25,000 to $30,000.

The tournament was held 
Sept. 7-9. Money was raised 
through donations of  auction 
and raffle items and communi-
ty sponsorships.

The remainder of  the money 
went to the Nick Turner Schol-
arship Foundation, which 
supports Fort Lewis College’s 
Women’s Varsity Golf  Team.

“They (Blueprints of  Hope) 
are a very small group,” said 
Meri McGraw, a member of  
the Columbine Committee, 
which decides how to allocate 
the money. “Their services are 
completely free to a cancer pa-
tient or survivor. ... They were 
just so grateful for our help, 
and it was just something that 
they never expected.”

During the past 17 years, the 
Dalton Ranch Women’s Golf  
Association and Glacier Club 
women have chosen a recipi-
ent of  the Columbine Classic’s 
fundraiser based on applica-
tions received from nonprofit 
organizations.

Cancer Support Community 
Southwest Colorado provides 
cancer patients, survivors, 
their families and caretakers 
with a slew of  resources, in-
cluding oncology nurse guid-
ance, resource navigation and 
services that provide the pa-
tients with opportunities to 
exercise and socialize, accord-

ing to a prepared statement by 
Toni Abbey, executive director 
at Cancer Support Community 
Southwest Colorado.

Although the organization 
doesn’t directly treat cancer 
patients or survivors, it assists 
patients with removing barri-
ers to seeking care.

The cancer support organi-
zation is working to develop 
more programming that ad-
dresses social and emotional 
support needs of  patients, such 
as exercise, stress reduction, 
education, support, nutrition 
and social activities.

Blueprints of  Hope became 
an affiliate of  the national Can-
cer Support Community orga-
nization in June.

The Columbine Classic Duet 
Golf  Tournament was reimag-
ined by Nick and Dolly Turner 
in 2004, McGraw said. Since 
1995, the tournament had been 
held to introduce new women 
golfers to the Dalton Ranch 
Golf  Club. Nick Turner, who 

the scholarship fund of  the 
same title is named after, orig-
inally sponsored the tourna-
ment with an amount of  $1,000.

“Dolly Turner, a longtime 
resident of  Durango, and some 
other ladies at Dalton (Ranch 
Golf  Club) started the tourna-
ment to introduce ladies of  the 
Four Corners to our area golf  
courses,” McGraw said.

Since the Columbine Clas-
sic took new form in 2004, the 
tournament has raised more 
than $275,000 in donations that 
have been doled out to nonprof-
it organizations in the Durango 
area.

“Nick and Dolly Turner have 
continued to sponsor the tour-
nament all 26 years by sponsor-
ing the Hole-in-One contest,” 
McGraw said in a written state-
ment.

The Glacier Club joined 
Dalton Ranch Golf  Club in 
sponsoring the tournament in 
2012 and continues its support 
today.

Despite COVID-19 causing 
the 2020 Columbine Classic to 
be canceled, the 2021 Colum-
bine Classic Duet Golf  Tour-
nament made a considerable 
rebound. It was the largest 
tournament yet, McGraw said.

More than 200 people attend-
ed the opening reception the 
night before the tournament 
began, and 112 women compet-
ed in 28 teams over two days, 
one featuring the Dalton Ranch 
course and the other featuring 
the Glacier course.

“Everybody just had a blast,” 
McGraw said. “We had over 200 
people at the opening recep-
tion. I think that probably tells 
you why we raised so much 
money, too. It was a much big-
ger event.”

Applications for the 2022 ben-
eficiary of  the Columbine Clas-
sic Duet Golf  Tournament are 
now being accepted, McGraw 
said. To receive an application, 
send requests to Columbine-
classicdurango@gmail.com.

Blueprints of Hope, cancer nonprofit, gets $38K donation
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About 92 solar panels were installed on a rooftop at First Presbyterian Church at 12th Street and East Third Avenue. 

Ninety-two solar panels were installed in June at the First Presbyterian 
Church. The panels power three church facilities, including the administrative 
and church services buildings. 

$50,000 project finished last week with help of community groups
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National speaker Elena Gi-
acci has two goals in mind for 
her upcoming training about 
historical and current trau-
ma: education and healing. 

The two-day training, 
which begins Monday, Indig-
enous Peoples Day, pulls to-
gether people in criminal jus-
tice, health care, Indigenous 
communities and advocacy 
organizations. Some partici-
pants might walk away with 
tools for coping with person-
al trauma. Others might see 
new ways for health care and 
justice systems to meet the 
needs of  people experiencing 
trauma.

“One of  the biggest com-
ponents about historical and 
current trauma is just to 
acknowledge that it even oc-
curred,” Giacci said.

Giacci, a Diné trainer and 
advocate based in New Mex-
ico, specializes in anti-sexual 
and domestic violence train-
ing and advocacy for Native 
American and Alaska Native 
people.

For more than 30 years, she 
has worked with governmen-
tal task forces, law enforce-
ment agencies, researchers 
and advocacy groups around 
the nation to build resources 
and awareness about sexual 
and domestic violence.

After participating in Giac-
ci’s training about historical 
trauma with the 6th Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office 
in Durango, District Attor-
ney Christian Champagne 
worked with Mercy Regional 
Medical Center and the Col-
orado Coalition Against Sex-
ual Assault to bring her back 
for another training session 
in 2021.

“We have to start with com-
munication, training, this his-
torical context to help folks 
sit in these uncomfortable 
spaces of  acknowledging our 
history – and how we can bet-
ter be there and provide ser-
vices and response to victims 
of  sexual violence,” said Gina 
Lopez, a member of  the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe working 
with CCASA who helped or-
ganize the event.

Historical trauma is the 
cumulative emotional and 
psychological wounding from 
massive group trauma across 
generations or a lifespan. 
The trauma can manifest as 
anxiety, depression, suicidal 
thinking or substance abuse 
even across generations, ac-
cording to the American Psy-
chiatric Association.

The residential boarding 
school era is a “perfect exam-
ple” of  historical trauma, Gi-
acci said.

The U.S. government spent 
a century and a half  taking In-
digenous children from their 
families and putting them in 
boarding schools. The policy 
caused cultural erasure and 
abuse.

The discovery of  un-
marked graves last summer 

at former boarding schools in 
Canada and the United States 
amplified awareness of  the 
era and its ongoing impacts. 
In July, Fort Lewis College 
in Durango was considering 
its own search for student 
graves at the Old Fort cam-
pus, a former boarding school 
in Hesperus.

Those who 
left boarding 
schools were 
often ignored or 
told not to talk 
about harmful 
experiences, 
Giacci said.

“People want 
to say, ‘Just lift 

yourself  up by the bootstraps. 
That happened a long time 
ago and just get over it,’” she 
said. “You can’t even get over 
it until you acknowledge that 
something even occurred.”

Numerous unresolved 
cases of  missing or murdered 
Indigenous women in North 
America can trigger histor-
ical and current trauma for 
communities, she said.

In Durango, “the Chief,” a 
two-story-tall Native Amer-
ican caricature outside 
Toh-Atin Gallery, prompted 
protests in 2020 that raised 
questions about racism, dis-
crimination and the area’s 
history.

These topics, in part, moti-
vated Giacci to take on anoth-
er seminar in Southwest Colo-
rado, she said.

The training will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday in the Southern 
Ute Multi-Purpose Facility 
on the Southern Ute Reserva-
tion.

The first day will include 
sessions about the impacts of  
historical and current trau-
ma, bias and advocacy, heal-
ing stories and being an ally. 
On Tuesday, participants will 
dive into the topics such as dy-
namics of  sexual violence in 
Native American communi-
ties, personal and communi-
ty resilience, issues with dis-
closure and violence against 
women.

Bethany Bernal, a forensic 
nurse with Mercy who helped 
organize the event, hopes at-
tendees will leave with a bet-
ter cultural awareness.

 “As a non-Native provid-
er caring for native patients, 
I think it’s very important 
for us to have that awareness 
around our practice,” she 
said.

The training is limited to 
75 participants because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Partic-
ipants must have a negative 
COVID-19 test within 72 hours 
of the training or proof of vac-
cination, and face masks are 
required. Participants will be 
able to maintain 6 feet of  so-
cial distancing and undergo 
symptom screening at the 
door.

Reservations were nearly at 
capacity Monday, but people 
interested in attending can 
contact Bernal at bethanyber-
nal@centura.org.

Native American 
traumas focus  

of 2-day training
Boarding schools, violence, hurtful symbols 
can have cumulative impact on well-being

Giacci

“We use quite a bit 
of electricity when 
we’re up and running. 
We’re kind of slow in 
returning to full usage, 
but outside users are 
pretty plentiful.”
DAVE SHEW
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