Brendon Benz PhD, is an Associate Professor of History & Religion and Theologian-in-Residence at the
Center for Faith and Culture at William Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri. Having received an M.Div. at Princeton
Theological Seminary he went on to New York University where he was awarded his Ph.D. in the Hebrew Bible and
Ancient Near Eastern Studies from the Department of Hebrew & Judaic Studies. Brendon has published several
pieces, including his first book, The Land Before the Kingdom of Israel. He is currently working on a second book of
the Greek philosophical tradition on the interpretation of the Imago Dei in Genesis 1. Above all these things,
Brendon is most passionate about creatively teaching the message, history, and context of the Bible in ways that
contribute to the growth of faith communities. On a personal note, Brendon has two sons, Judah (13) and Jack (10).
He enjoys coaching their soccer teams, serving as their Scout leader, and playing card and board games with
them. He also finds solace in nature, where he loves to fly fish and hike.
Preaching Dates: July 10, 17, and 24

The Rev. Wade Griffith is a graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity School and a veteran pastor in the United Methodist
Church. He led three different churches in Alabama before moving to Durango to become the executive director of the Shanta
Foundation. He is married to Julia, and they have two boys, Wade (12) and Haines (10). In his free time, he enjoys
backpacking, reading, bourbon, skiing, University of Alabama football, and volunteering. For more information on the Shanta
Foundation and its cutting-edge approach to eliminating extreme poverty, visit shantafoundation.org.
Preaching Dates: June 19 & July 3

The Rev. Cathy A. Hamrick, has a strong Presbyterian heritage which can be traced back to a minister in the
Church of Scotland who participated in writing the Westminster Confession in the 1640’s! Cathy grew up in Ft.
Worth, Texas, earned a Bachelors degree in Music Education and then did graduate studies in voice performance.
After several years as an Educator, Cathy felt called to the ministry, so she enrolled at Phillips Theological
Seminary in Tulsa, OK where she received her Master of Divinity in 2002.
Serving in ministry for over a decade, in the summer of 2012 Cathy and her church were the recipients of a Lilly
Foundation Sabbatical Grant. She was able to go to Scotland and continue research on her ancestry and visit
cathedrals where they had preached and served. As a result of being a Lilly grant recipient, Cathy understands that
the work of the congregation is just as important as the pastor’s during a sabbatical.
Preaching Dates: Send Off Sunday & Come Back Sunday, June 12, 26 & July 31

Courtland Hopkins is Sicangu Oyate Lakota and was raised on the Rosebud Sioux Indian Reservation. He has
a keen interest in history, philosophy and creativity and studied those topics at Fort Lewis College, his Alma Mater.
He became a follower of Jesus there through Native Intervarsity and joined their staff after graduating.
He is now the Co Area Director of the Four Corners Area with Native InterVarsity and resides in Durango Colorado.
Courtland has a passion for preaching and is excited to share God’s Word as it relates to Creativity and Spirituality!

Preaching Dates: May 29 & June 5

Joshua Price is the Gather Pastor at Rivertree Church is Huntsville Alabama. He is a teacher, worship leader
and singer-songwriter. He and his wife, Deanna, and daughter, Elzie, travel 12 weeks of the year to partner with
ministries all over the globe.
Joshua has been in vocational ministry for 18 years. He has a heart to see people come to know Christ and to see
the Church grow in love for the Lord and others. Joshua believes that music has a way of unlocking the depths of
our hearts in a unique way. His songs are scripturally based and poignantly written for the modern church.
Preaching Dates: August 21 & 28

Cathy Roberts joined FPC Durango in 1994 and is grateful for this church family who helped raise her two
children who are now adults and faithful followers of Christ. She previously served as an elder and a deacon. Four
years ago,
she and her husband Bill moved to Denver for a job opportunity, but they still maintain a home in Durango and will
move back at some point in the future. Cathy earned her master’s degree at Fuller Theological Seminary and is
currently a group leader with Bible Study Fellowship.
Preaching Dates: August 7 & 14

