Creativity & Spirituality
Adult Sunday School 8:45-9:30
Summer 2022
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Brendon Benz PhD, is an Associate Professor of History & Religion at William Jewell College in Liberty,
Missouri. He will be offering a course called Reading the Bible Again for the First Time: Creation, Chaos, &
Creating Again. The opening chapters of Genesis offer a dramatic account of God’s intentions for humanity and
what happens when we fail to live accordingly. As evidenced by their impact on both our consciousness and our
culture, the stories of creation, the fall, and the flood play leading roles in this narrative. However, our “familiarity”
with them often prevents us from encountering some of the more powerful images and messages embedded in
them. By being mindful of our own presuppositions, we will approach these texts with fresh eyes in order that we
might better understand how they correspond to the redemptive work of Jesus and contribute to creativity,
spiritual exploration, and the Christian vision of a life worth living. Brendon will be teaching Sunday July 10th,
17th, and 24th.

Cheryl Clay is a long time member of First Presbyterian Church and more recently a published author! Cheryl’s
second book, Immigrants Land: Tangeman and Schiedt Families in America 1848-1880 is a sequel to the first
and due to be published this spring. Major themes include loss, alienation, family and renewal. This historical
fiction is based on the real lives of Carl, Wilhelm and George Tangeman and a host of her extended family
members. Cheryl will be offering a class discussing her faith, her writing process, and the importance of family
history and legacy. Be sure to join her on Sunday June 12th.

Courtland Hopkins is the Co Area Director of the Four Corners Area with Native InterVarsity. Courtland
loves Scripture, literature (especially fantasy) and his Native American Roots. He’s been involved in a Bible
translation called First Nations Version. In week one, Courtland will be offering teaching on the creative work
involved in translating from original languages into the unique culture and context of Native Americans. In
week two Courtland be offering teaching on fiction and myth and how these creative enterprises can inform
and upbuild our faith. Join Courtland on Sunday May 29th and June 5th.

Dr. Paul Marchbanks, is a Professor of English at Cal Poly University in San Luis Obispo, CA. He offers
courses such as biblical principles and motifs in literary and visual art, literary and cinematic representations of
extraordinary (“disabled”) minds, and apocalyptic and dystopic narratives. Paul will be offering a virtual class
called called “Redemptively Grotesque:” How fiction and film follow the lead of the Passion accounts in the
Gospels, illustrating the nature of God’s love and the depth of human depravity by way of harrowing illustrations
that follow a redemptive trajectory. He’ll discuss thematically and stylistically difficult art that can help prepare
cynical, doubting minds to embrace God’s grace. Paul will be with us on Sunday June 19th.

Joshua Price is the Gather Pastor at Rivertree Church is Huntsville Alabama. He is a teacher, worship leader
and singer-songwriter. He and his wife, Deanna, and daughter, Elzie, travel 12 weeks of the year to partner with
ministries all over the globe.
Joshua has been in vocational ministry for 18 years. He has a heart to see people come to know Christ and to
see the Church grow in love for the Lord and others. Joshua believes that music has a way of unlocking the
depths of our hearts in a unique way. His songs are scripturally based and poignantly written for the modern
church. Joshua will be offering conversational Adult Sunday School classes on Sunday August 21st & 28th.

Cathy Roberts joined FPC Durango in 1994 and earned her master’s degree at Fuller Theological Seminary.
She is currently a group leader with Bible Study Fellowship. Cathy will be offering teachings from a more
recent resource called BibleProject. BibleProject is a nonprofit, crowdfunded organization that produces 100%
free Bible Videos, podcasts, blogs, classes and educational Bible resources to help make the biblical story
accessible to everyone everywhere. They help people experience the Bible in a way that is approachable,
engaging, and transformative. They do this by showcasing the literary art of the Scriptures and tracing biblical
themes from beginning to end. Cathy will be taking us through two weeks of exploring Jesus’ New Creation on
Sunday August 7th & 14th

Steven Walker has been a member of FPC Durango since 1983 and has served as both an Elder and a
Deacon in years past. He has a Graduate Degree (ABD) in Art history and has contributed recently to our Audio
Visual ministry at Christmas and Good Friday with selected artwork depicting biblical scenes. Currently Steve is
Adjunct Faculty at Ft. Lewis College and is actively teaching at Pueblo Community College. He’ll be offering an
Adult Sunday School class on the historical development of Christian imagery on Sunday June 26th.

